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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR THE NEXT U.S. ADMINISTRATION 

 
The Constituency for Africa (CFA) convened our 2016 Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series on 
September 12th – 17th in Washington, DC.   
 
The theme of this year’s Series was, “Setting the U.S. – Africa Agenda for the Next 
Administration”.  CFA’s strategy was to organize several roundtable discussions on the following 
critical issues that we expect to be part of the agenda of the next U.S. Administration: 
 

x Healthcare Infrastructure 
x Trade & Investment 
x Democracy & Governance 
x Agriculture 
x Next Generation Leadership 
x Capacity Building 
x Diaspora Engagement 

 
After these roundtables, CFA convened a bi-partisan, U.S.-Africa Policy Forum at the George 
Washington University’s Elliott School of International Affairs to hear the outcome of the various 
roundtables, and then to debate and agree on specific recommendations to be shared with the two 
U.S. political parties, as well as with opinion-makers and stakeholders in the U.S., Africa, and 
throughout the Diaspora. 
 
The U.S.-Africa Policy Forum was Co-Chaired by His Excellency Hage Geingob, the President of 
Namibia, and Ambassador Andrew J. Young, Chairman of the Andrew J. Young Foundation, and 
former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations.  Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Assistant 
Secretary for the Bureau of African Affairs at the U.S. State Department, delivered the Keynote 
Address.   
 
The Policy Forum was moderated by Ambassador Reuben E. Brigety, Dean of the Elliott School of 
International Affairs, and former U.S. Representative to the African Union and Permanent 
Representative of the U.S. to the UN Economic Commission for Africa. 
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CFA’s Africa policy recommendations for the next U.S. 
Administration are as follows: 
 
 

Healthcare Infrastructure 
 
(1) The creation of multiple Centers for Disease Control in Africa is essential to improving 

healthcare infrastructure in Africa. The U.S. should provide funding and technical support for this 
initiative. 
 

(2) The U.S. must treat Healthcare Infrastructure in Africa as a national security issue. 
 

(3) Learning from the experience of the Ebola crisis, U.S. institutions and agencies should tap more 
into the skill-set, knowledge, expertise and experience of the African Diaspora. 

 
(4) The U.S. should support the development and strengthening of African Regional and sub-regional 

institutions.   
 

(5) The U.S. should pay attention to the rise of non-communicable diseases, which are also becoming 
epidemics in Africa. 

 
 

Trade & Investment 
 
(1) The U.S. should remove excess restrictions that prevent and inhibit trade between the U.S. and 

Africa. 
 

(2) The U.S. should increase financing opportunities for small businesses. 
 

(3) The U.S. should maintain and strengthen the U.S.-Africa Business Forum, Export-Import Bank of 
the United States, and the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, as their policies support 
small businesses. 
 

(4) The next administration should follow up on recommendations from President Obama’s Advisory 
Council on Doing Business in Africa, which came from informed business leaders directly involved 
in U.S.-Africa trade and investment. 
 

(5) The U.S. government should support the creation of stronger linkages between historically black 
colleges and universities (HBCUs) and African governments, as well as with minority-owned 
companies in the U.S. and companies throughout the Diaspora. 
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Democracy & Governance 
 
(1) The strengthening of democratic institutions and the U.S. government’s need to recognize the 

role of human rights, or progressive-type democratic nations, should be the priority of the next 
U.S. administration. 

 
(2) U.S.-Africa policy should be pragmatic, context-dependent, and embedded with mutual respect.  

Specifically, the next administration should endeavor to have country-specific policies on human 
rights & governance, third-term bids, and other efforts to manipulate election outcomes through 
legal means. Given significantly different histories and trajectories across the continent, a blanket 
policy for Africa is simply inappropriate. 
 

(3) President Obama’s Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI) is an effective strategy to extend U.S. 
democratic & governance ideals to Africa’s future leaders and build long-term, mutually-beneficial 
linkages.  YALI should be extended and expanded, to include partnerships with Diaspora 
organizations to add context and increase linkages. 

 
(4) The next administration should focus on promoting more credible elections by paying closer and 

earlier attention to the elections. Maintaining and extending U.S. influence in Africa requires 
funding, as well as the support and coordination of efforts with the African Union and other 
international actors. The next administration must ensure that Africa-focused organizations and 
initiatives receive the funding they require.  

 
(5) In order to effectively counter violent extremists (CVE), the U.S. must focus on promoting 

democratic governance in African countries with increasing terrorist threats and help build the 
capacity of their governments.  The U.S. must also respond as robustly to governance challenges 
and political/election disturbances in countries where no violence is threatened as it does where 
violence is imminent.  

 
Agriculture 

 
(1) The U.S. Government should continue aligning food and nutrition security, and continue investing 

in nutritional research. 
 

(2) The next administration should challenge, empower, and fund local land grant universities to be 
the implementers of food and nutrition security, both in the rural and urban sectors. 

 
(3) Over the next five years, the research agenda for the U.S. Department of Agriculture should 

focus on increasing the nutritional value of food for Africans through the empowerment of 
African women. 

 
(4) The U.S. should continue the renewal of American leadership in ending hunger, prioritizing 

agricultural development to create conditions for farmers to feed themselves and their families, 
and to continue to concentrate on increasing agriculture’s role in nutrition focusing on the first 
1,000 days of a person’s life. 
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(5) The next administration should continue the United States’ leadership and financial support of 
programs like the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program (GAFSP), which is well-
positioned to support African governments’ own agendas.  

 
 

Next Generation Leadership 
 
(1) The next U.S. administration should encourage and support training/curriculum on the African 

continent at the university and college levels that promote entrepreneurship.  
 
(2) The U.S. should preserve spaces for youth to dialogue and create ideas. This particularly means 

continuing and expanding the YALI program (particularly to include Central African countries) 
and supporting other programs like it to make them sustainable. 

 
(3) The U.S. should encourage and support increased linkages among YALI fellows, as well as with 

African-Americans and people of African descent worldwide.  While IREX, as the YALI 
implementing organization, has done excellent work with program logistics, the next U.S. 
administration should include the Constituency for Africa and other Africa-focused organizations, 
as well as other Diaspora organizations, as implementation partners to ensure the appropriate 
context and linkages for YALI fellows. 

 
 

Capacity Building 
 
(1) There should be a change of language from human capacity towards empowerment, from 

technical assistance to technical cooperation, and a long-term shift towards institutional capacity 
building away from individual capacity building. 
 

(2) The U.S. should encourage capacity development program ownership by African countries; 
Country-specific strategies should be developed and implemented. 

 
(3) The U.S. should incorporate lessons learned from other models of development, such as with the 

case of the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC). 
 

(4) The U.S. should select focused areas of STEM, with an emphasis on Research & Development, 
leveraging appropriate technologies. 
 

(5) The U.S. should support regional cooperation and integration in Africa as a way forward in human 
capacity development; The next administration should also encourage and support linkages with 
African-Americans and Africans throughout the Diaspora in support of capacity development in 
Africa. 
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Diaspora Engagement 
 
(1) The next U.S. Administration should develop a comprehensive strategy to engage the African 

Diaspora. 
 

(2) The U.S. Administration should promote inclusion and increased participation by the African 
Diaspora in all aspects of U.S.-Africa engagement, including policy formulation, trade, investment, 
and procurement. 
 

(3) The next U.S. Administration should mandate and fund the Constituency for Africa (CFA), and 
other Africa-focused and Diaspora organizations, to help engage and mobilize the African 
Diaspora in support of major U.S.-Africa policy initiatives. 

 
 


